Calbourne, Newtown & Porchfield Parish Council
Mrs Valerie Taylor CiLCA  PSLCC     Clerk
3 Downside, Ventnor, Isle of Wight PO38 1AL 
Telephone 01983 852576  E-mail calbourneclerk@outlook.com

A MEETING OF CALBOURNE, NEWTOWN AND PORCHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL WAS HELD ON THURSDAY 
7th MARCH 2024 AT 6.30 PM AT CALBOURNE SPORTS AND RECREATION HALL, CALBOURNE.
MEMBERS PRESENT 
Cllr Angel(Chairman), Cllr Weeks, Cllr Stuart, Cllr Osborne and Cllr Woodhouse.
699/23
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Apologies were received from Cllr Chaucer 
700/23    
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


There were no declarations of interest.
701/23       TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THE 15TH FEBRUARY 2023

 
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 15th February were approved and duly signed.

702/23       TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE THE FINANCIAL REPORTS.
 Summary of payments and receipt for February 2024 and to note the February 2024 bank   

 statements.    
 
        RESOLVED:-


    That the February 24 Financial Report was approved and the Bank Statement was noted.

703/23       TO DISCUSS THE SITUATION AT CALBOURNE CEMETARY.

                    A cordial discussion regarding Calbourne Cemetery took by the Council to consider a 
       
       request from Mr Bruce regarding his wife’s grave. The Council gave due consideration to his 
       request and it was agreed that due to exceptional circumstances the Council agreed to his 

       request  in recognition the exceptional circumstance relating to the personal connection to the 
       local area and to the grave yard and work over the years she had been involved with for the  

                    village. 
       
  
      The Council does not expect similar circumstances in the future but should it arise again it will 

       be dealt with on a case-by-case basis.
704/23
TO COMMENT ON THE FOLLOWING PLANNING APPLICATION AND ANY THAT ARE RECEIVED

                     PRIOR TO THE COUNCIL MEETING AND TO NOTE DECISIONS MADE.

      24/00290/3RPA | Prior approval for change of use from agricultural barn (class R) to 
      Use Class E | Reads Farm Calbourne Road Newport Isle Of Wight PO30 5SR

      The Council discussed this planning application and had not objections.
705/23       TO NOTE THE RESPONSE FROM COUNCIL SOLICITOR ROGER TAYLOR OF WELLOW HEDLEY ON  

                    THE LEGAL POSITION OF PORCHFIELD VILLAGE HALL AS NOTIFIED TO  PORCHFIELD VILLAGE  

                    HALL.
                    The Chairman asked the Members of the Hall Committee if they had received the document 
from our Solicitor Roger Taylor and they had.
                   The Clerk informed the meeting that after the meeting with the Hall Committee she tried to send                     

                    the document that Cllr Stuart photographed for us all to the Solicitor but it was too large a          

                    document to be sent by email.  So, then she spoke to our solicitor and due to the fact he was to 
be away she arranged to take the document to the Practitioners Conference as Wellow Hedley 
were attending the Conference and they could take it back for Roger Taylor.
                    Subsequently, I asked him about the Form that we were asked to sign and I forwarded it up to 
him with an email saying forwarded for his attention.


To which he replied direct to them via the Village Hall email.

                     The email stated the Legal position as set out by our Solicitor to the Village Hall Trust and is

                     as follows:-
                    Dear Sir,

        Your recent email concerning the Village Hall has been forwarded to us for attention.


        As you have previously been advised, the freehold of the Village Hall is owned by the Parish 
        Council as local authority and not as Custodian Trustee on behalf of the Charity. The Parish 
        Council originally held the property as local authority under a 99  year lease


        The Charity was created before the freehold was acquired by the Charity and the only 
  
        interest of the Charity in the premises is by way of  Management Agreements. Although the 
        Trust Deed of the 14th September 1994 refers to the Parish Council being a Custodian 
    
        Trustee of the Charity, in fact this provision is inoperative because the Charity has no legal 
        interest in the property capable of being held as Custodian Trustee.


        The Charity Commission should be advised of the contents of this email as a response to 
         their queries.

        He reported he had also talked to the Charity Commission and they have been 
 
        fully informed.

                       He pointed out as a matter of interest, the document I had sent up to him was actually 
the Councils Document. 

        Cllr Osborne queried as she has missed some meetings was there was a covering letter    

                       and what did we ask the Solicitor.

The Clerk  again told the Meeting that she telephoned the Solicitor after she could not email             

                       the document through to him because it was too big. 
 
As for previous correspondence with the Solicitor this was on the Clerk’s private email as 
with the permission of the Chairman the Clerk sent copies of all the documents the 

Council held for advice as she wanted to ensure she had advised the Council correctly and 
they had not acted ultra virus. The Monitoring Officer said it was the Clerk’s duty to protect 
the Council and herself and supported what the Clerk had done. 

On receiving the advice, the Clerk formally informed the Council of the advice and she    

                       personally, paid the legal bill.


It was said the Council had not formally gone to a Solicitor. The Council agreed to go to the     

                       Council’s Solicitor in the October 23 Minutes after we had our meeting with the Village Hall 
Trustees and send him what document was agreed at that meeting.  This instruction was 
 carried out.
                        Cllr Stuart said the instruction was to send to the Solicitor the one document produced at  

                        the meeting by the Village Hall. The Clerk agreed and said she had only sent that document 
to 
our Solicitor, but not by email as the email, as our email could not sent the volume of this 
particular document.                     

                        Had it gone by email she would have had the written request on that email but it would not 
send so hence the instruction was via a telephone conversation and as agreed the 
document was given to a Wellow Hedley’s Solicitor at the Practitioners Conference as was 
arranged on the phone-call the Clerk had with our Solicitor and this was done.

The Clerk said she would also be seeking advice from her Professional Body.

This item was deferred to the next meeting. A breakdown in cost was requested to which 
the meeting was told the only cost the Council had incurred was for the advice given on the
document sent from the Village Hall Committee on their legal situation.

                       She also reported to the meeting that if you talk to the people involved at the time the 
Village Hall Fund was set up, this was to enable grants to be obtained from South Wight 
Borough Council, the Isle  of Wight County Council, and the Rural Community Council for 
the hall.

The Clerk reported the Council did not take out a loan for the hall repairs as the Clerk got

 a grant for £10,000 from Awards for All towards the repair. 
                       The cost of the repair was more because of the larger amount of damage caused by water 

that was  found when the contractor started work which was more than had been 
anticipated from what was already know. 


This resulted in an additional being £7,000 being spent on top of the  money the Council 
had saved for this repair  and the contingency grant OF £10,000 the Clerk had obtained. 
706/23       TO RECEIVE WRITTEN REPORT FROM CLLR NICK STUART ISLE OF WIGHT COUNCILLOR.


(Cllr Stuart said he would be forwarding a written report to be attached to these minutes.)


In the meantime, he reported on the following :-


Flooding  and the results

Section 19 report on flooding shows nothing in our area. There has been many properties 
affected but cannot find out how many people have been affected.

The Chairman reported there is now progress in digging ditches if water sits there for over 


3 hours.

He reported Brighstone is forming a flood group. 

Flood prevention was talked about by our Councillors including storage of sand bags as well as 
other measures for preventing house hold flooding using water filled bags that are lighter to lift 


as well as other devises. Clerk to find details of water filled bags for the Council.
                     Fix my Street
                     This is a site on  Island Roads where you can report problems in a street by taking a photo and uploading it. Cllr Stuart has 200 open cases of drainage problems reported. Drainage issues are a major part of causing flooding.


Island Roads
Island Roads are only maintaining what is in the PFI contract. The Isle of Wight Council has fewer staff, no money and budget cuts.


Isle of Wight Council 


They should be looking at Rural Exceptional Housing in perpetuity as well as Community Led Housing.

Flood Group


A Flood Group looks at mitigation and prevention for the Community. Flood Wardens are difficult to set up. It was raised that all people are not on Social Media or have Smart Phones so other way of communicating warnings to the residents also needs to be looked at.
This is to be an agenda item at the next meeting.
Military Road
Cllr Stuart mentioned this because if it goes it will change the Parish flow of traffic dramatically.

Cllr Stuart reported as Chair of Neighbourhoods and Regeneration that on the 2nd May 24 

Looking at Jobs for the Future and if anyone knows off companies that provide services etc and 
want to bring them to the Council’s attention to let him know.
707/23       LETTER RECEIVED FROM BRIGHSTONE LANDSCAPING FOR DISCUSION AND DECISION TO BE           

                     MADE.

The Council considered and discussed the letter from Brighstone Landscaping and understood 
that labour costs 
have risen. 

The Council discussed the contract and since they have not gone out to tender on Grounds 
Maintenance for a number of years it was agreed they would go out to tender.


The Clerk would draw up the tender specification and bring it back to the May Meeting for 
agreement.
708/23
CLERKS REPORT FOR DECISSIONS AND NOTING

a.
Cllr Angel’s name was draw at an IWALC Meeting to attend the Royal garden party with 


his wife. 


     This item was noted.

b.  Letter from Youth Trust requesting grant. (Already circulated to you.)

      Councillors discussed the letter from the Youth Trust who do valuable work with young 

 people and also are there to support them.



 RESOLVED:-




That the Council give the Youth Trust a grant of £750.00.
Cllr Woodhouse announced that due to pressure of work she was resigning.
Councillors expressed regrets at her decision as she has been a valuable Member
of the Council



SIGNED






DATED 

