

Calbourne, Newtown & Porchfield Parish Council
Mrs Valerie Taylor CiLCA  PSLCC     Clerk
3 Downside, Ventnor, Isle of Wight PO38 1AL 
Telephone 01983 852576  E-mail calbourneclerk@outlook.com

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF CALBOURNE, NEWTOWN AND PORCHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL THAT WAS  HELD ON ON TUESDAY 25TH FEBRUARY 2025 AT 6.30PM AT CALBOURNE SPORTS 
AND RECREATION HALL
MEMBERS PRESENT:- Cllr Angel, Cllr Weeks, Cllr Stuart, Cllr Osbourn and Cllr Turner.
Prior to the Meeting Commencing, Mrs Jane Cooney will talk to the Council on how Whippingham Parish Council purchased for them their first mini bus and how they run, manage, finance it and the benefit to residents on Medina Park. 
Mrs Cooney was welcomed to the Meeting by Cllr Angel who thanked her for coming to talk to the Council about the Medina Park Residents Mini Bus.

Mrs Cooney informed the Councillors they were now on their 3rd Mini Bus. The first bus was obtained by Whippingham Parish Council and Councillor Julie Baker-Smith obtaining 106 money to purchase the bus. 

The buses they have used including the present bus are 16 seaters and she went through the regulations regarding what licences the drivers needed to drive their bus. We were also informed what insurance was required, what were the legal requirement they needed to comply with and also how the bus was financed through fares, donations and fund raising as well as a Grant from Whippingham Parish Council. 
She covered what were the requirement for people to use the bus and she explained that they set up a Bus Group and a Membership Card Scheme. There was a special group that was also set to oversee and run the bus called the Medina Park Residents Bus Group. This was set up by the Council to protect the bus and so that the Medina Park Residents Association did not take the bus over. 
Councillors asked Mrs Cooney various question to which appropriate answers were given. 
Cllr Angel thanked Mrs Cooney for coming and talking to the Council about all that was entailed in running a Residents Mini Bus and the advice she gave us it was very helpful.
764/24
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Chaucer as she was with her father who was ill in hospital on the mainland.
765/24
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST



There were no declarations of interest.

766/24
TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THE 5TH DECEMBER 2024    

The minutes of the meeting held on the 5th December 24 were approved and duly signed.

767/24
TO COMMENT ON THE FOLLOWING PLANNING APPLICATION AND ANY THAT ARE RECEIVED
                     PRIOR TO THE COUNCIL MEETING AND TO NOTE DECISIONS MADE. 
        25/00060/FUL|Proposed alterations including new raised roof and change of use of
        barn to form a dwelling|Taggs Farm Quarry Lane Calbourne
        Councillors discussed this planning application and had no objections to this application. 
        24/01919/FUL|Use of the land as a tourism accommodation site including the
                  stationing of three self-contained glamping pods (converted containers); reception/bike store; bin store; parking and landscaping.|Mill Heights Campsite
        Newbridge Road Calbourne 
        Councillors discussed this planning application and had no objections to this application. 
        25/00038/HOU|Proposed single storey rear extension|Glencroft New Road Porchfield
        Councillors discussed this planning application and had no objections to this application. 
        24/01917/FUL|Proposed improvement of outdoor leisure facilities to include: 
        container village and associated canopy; proposed activity tent; proposed MUGA 
       (multi-use games area); proposed outdoor N explore tent; high ropes course and zip 
        wire; entertainment stage; adventure and junior play area; kart and bike hire containers;
        dog/woof park area with fence enclosure; briefing and storage containers; bounce park; self
        ordering screens|Thorness Bay Holiday Park Thorness Lane Porchfield 
        Councillors discussed this application and are concerned that this site is getting bigger with all

         the developments on it. Councillors ask that all lighting is down lighting all pointing downwards
         which will also help with Highways Safety. 

         As a Parish we support the dark skies initiative and requests the lighting complies with this
         Requirement if permission is granted and that a condition is that the Containers are clad as the

         UKSA containers are clad down in the bay.
         Calbourne Parish Council  say providing the points raised by the Council are met and that also

         Sound Levels are decided the Council has no objections.
768/24
    TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE THE FINANCIAL REPORTS.
a. Summary of payments and receipt for November and December 24, and January 2025 and to 
                          note the bank statements.   
The Summary of payments and receipts for November and December 24 and January 25 were approved and the Bank Statements for November and December 24 and January 25 were noted. 

b. To approve the Risk Management Policy for 2025-2026
      The Risk Management Policy for 2025-2026 with a minor alteration was approved.

769/24
a. 
CLLR ANGEL AND CLLR TURNER TO REPORT BACK ON MEETING WITH BUS USERS GROUP. 
             Cllr Angel and Cllr Turner reported back on the meeting they attended with the Bus Users  

Group. They informed the Council that they had managed to talk to Richard Tildsley the Manager of Southern Vectis about the possibility of our Council obtaining money from the Rural Transport Grant  that had been awarded to the Island because of no public transport in Porchfield and Newtown. It was commented on that Southern Vectis is only interested in profit and it was unaffordable to look at reinstating the previous bus that ran through the 
village.
                          Councillors talked about the 32 bus and also the volunteer drivers scheme that is run in other 

      parts of the Island. It was suggested that a bus needs survey could be carried out by the  

      Council.
                    b.  TO DISCUSS THE FAESABILITY OF OBTANING FUNDING TO FUND A MINI BUS FOR  

                          PORCHFIELD AND NEWTOWN.
                          Councillors discussed this agenda item and it was agreed to approach the Isle of Wight 



  Council to see if it was possible to obtain money from the Rural Bus Grant to fund the cost of 




purchasing a Mini Bus for our Parish.
770/24
TO RECEIVE WRITTEN REPORT FROM CLLR NICK STUART ISLE OF WIGHT COUNCILLOR.
a. Military Road.

     Cllr Stuart reported he is talking to the M.P. regarding the Military Road. Also talking to him  

     on other issues as well as surveying what young people face on job opportunities. 
b. Devolution 
     He informed the Council that that control is being transferred down from the Government  

     and the Island will have a larger say than previously.
c. Isle of Wight Council Structure change.
     Cllr Stuart reported on the change to a Committee and Councillors will have a better say at
     Committee Meetings where decisions will be made as the Isle of Wight as all Councillors will  

     now be able to have a say at committee meeting.

d. Social Housing

     He touched on Social Housing for local people like to see it in every village getting the 

     Community involved in it. 

e. Environment:- Biosphere 
     The Biosphere awarded £3.6 million and the Biosphere Group are looking at a 10 year 

     Programme and looking at the West Wight

f. Town and Parish Elections 2025

The Election Schedule is to be set out. Isle of Wight Council have agreed to mitigate the cost of these elections as much as possible. 

771/24
TO RECEIVE CLERKS REPORT.

a. To note the date of the Parish Council Election.
     Councillors noted that the date of the Parish Elections was the 1st May 2025. This was noted.
b. Complaint re hedge cutting in New Road send to Island Roads.
The Clerk reported she had complained to Island Roads as requested and asked that the road was swept the road the day after the schedule cut. Only to be told tonight a mistake had been made as it was the owner of the hedge who had cut it and left all the cuttings over the road.
c. Create a NALC account to enable Councillors to access their website.
     Councillors were asked to note this information. This item was noted.
d. To request Villagers that are wanting/waiting for Wight Fibre to be installed, to write to Wight Fibre and register their interest to help the Council try to get the villagers connected sooner than they have scheduled as the trunking is already installed. 
The Clerk would have this put into Village News to ask our Residents to write to Wight Fibre requesting an early connection for them as the trunking was in. This item was noted.

e.   Report on Sun Inn Application 
The Clerk reported that the Isle of Wight Council has asked for more information on Community use of the Sun Inn and she thanked villagers for supplying her with additional information so she could re submit. This item was noted.
       772/24         EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS



That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the Public and 
  
 


Representatives of the Press and Broadcast Media be excluded from the meeting during  

The consideration of the following item of business as Publicity would be prejudicial to the  

               
      Public Interest because of the Confidential nature of the Business to be transacted.
                           The Council moved Exclusion of Press and Public.

                           Councillors received a verbal report from the Clerk on Shalfleet Parish Council



 Signed 






Date 

